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STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENTOF  FINANCIAL  INSTITUTIONS 


Last  year,  over  $16  million  in  un¬ 
claimed  or  abandoned  financial  assets 
were  remitted  to  the  State  of  Illinois — 
money  that  citizens  of  this  State  have 
forgotten.  These  millions  are  in  cash, 
stocks,  bonds,  old  checking  and  sav¬ 
ings  accounts,  utility  deposits,  depart¬ 
ment  store  over-payments,  uncashed 
payroll  or  insurance  checks,  and  other 
contents  lying  in  safety  deposit  boxes  in 
financial  institutions  in  nearly  every 
community  in  Illinois. 

The  State  of  Illinois  is  trying  to  return 
these  funds  to  the  rightful  owners.  WE 
MAY  HAVE  MONEY  THAT  IS  YOURS. 
Unfortunately,  these  financial  institu¬ 
tions  do  not  know  where  you  are. 

Chances  are  you  started  a  savings 
account  for  your  child  or  grandchild 
many  years  ago  when  they  were  young, 
infants  perhaps.  You  probably  added  to 
it  faithfully  every  week  or  month  for  a 
year;  began  to  skip  a  week  every  now 
and  then,  and  by  the  second  or  third 
year  you  dropped  it  and  it  was  forgotten. 
It  happens  every  day.  Sometimes  a  per¬ 
son  dies  leaving  an  account  their  rela¬ 
tives  know  nothing  about. 

THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS  NEVER 
TAKES  POSSESSION  OF  THIS 
MONEY.  It  is  held,  rather,  in  perpetual 
custody  for  ultimate  return  to  the  owner. 
The  State  may  be  holding  money  which 
belongs  to  you. 

Briefly,  here  is  the  law  regarding  that 
money  and  how  you  can  claim  it: 

When  a  financial  institution  holds  your 
money  in  an  account  and  you  have 
neither  withdrawn  nor  added  to  it,  or  you 
have  taken  no  action  such  as  notifying 
the  financial  institution  regarding  it,  it  is 


presumed  abandoned  after  seven 
years.  In  other  words,  if  you  have  shown 
no  account  activity  or  shown  no  interest 
in  the  account  for  seven  years,  the  insti¬ 
tution  presumed  it  abandoned.  At  this 
point,  the  law  requires  that  the  State  be 
notified.  The  State  instructs  the  institu¬ 
tion  to  make  one  last  effort  to  find  the 
owner  or  a  relative,  and  the  institution 
takes  another  120  days  ...  to  try  and 
locate  the  owner. 

If  this  fails,  the  institution  turns  the 
financial  asset  over  to  the  State  of  Il¬ 
linois  Department  of  Financial  Institu¬ 
tions  which  acts  as  a  custodian  of  the 
asset  which  is  presumed  abandoned.  It 
doesn’t  have  to  end  at  that  point, 
however!  If  you  can  establish  owner¬ 
ship,  you  may  at  any  time  reclaim  your 
money  from  the  State. 


All  of  this  can  be  a  long,  slow  and 
costly  process.  The  quickest  and  easi¬ 
est  way  to  recover  money  you  have  for¬ 
gotten  is  for  you  to  take  this  brochure 
home  and  THINK.  Sit  down  and  search 
your  memory.  Ask  your  immediate  fa¬ 
mily  if  you  started  an  account  for  one  of 
them  and  forgot  all  about  it.  Check  with 
other  friends  and  relatives,  too.  Maybe 
in  the  rush  you  moved  to  another  town 
and  forgot  about  a  savings  account.  Im¬ 
possible?  Our  records  show  it  happens 
more  often  than  you  can  imagine. 

Inquire  by  completing  the  information, 
detach  and  mail  it  to: 


DEPARTMENT  OF 
FINANCIAL  INSTITUTIONS 
UNCLAIMED  PROPERTY  DIVISION 
421  East  Capitol 
Springfield,  Illinois  62706 


YES! 

Tell  me  if  part  of  that  $1 6,000,000 
is  mine! 


Name  (Last) 

(First) 

(Middle) 

S.S.# 

Address 

City 

Zip 

County 

AND... 

Here’s  my  former  address  where  1 
lived  when  1  opened  the  account. 

Name  (Last) 

(First) 

(Middle) 

S.S.# 

Address 

City 

Zip 

County 

m 

ALSO... 

Please  check  for  this  relative  of  mine: 

Name  (Last) 

(First) 

(Middle) 

S.S.# 

Address 

City 

-  Zip 

County 


(Former  address  where  he/she  lived  when 
account  was  opened) 
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ILLINOIS  STATE  LIBRARY 


Til  29  00361  8931 


Each  year,  millions  of 
dollars  in  bank  accounts, 
stock  certificates,  checks, 
bonds  and  dividends  are 
turned  over  to  the  State  of 
Illinois  because  the  owners 
can’t  be  located.  Some  of 
this  money  could  belong  to 
you! 

This  brochure  will  alert  you  to  make  sure  your  money 
doesn’t  end  up  as  unclaimed  funds  and  will  tell  you  how 
to  get  it  back  if  it  does.  It’s  your  money— don’t  leave  it 
unclaimed! 

James  R.  Thompson 

Governor 


“The  Department  of  Financial  Institutions  does  not 
discriminate  in  admission  to,  or  treatment  of  employment 
in  programs  or  activities  in  compliance  with  the  Illinois 
Human  Rights  Act,  the  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Act,  Section  504 
of  the  Rehabilitation  Act,  as  amended,  and  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
stitution.  Mary  L.  Brandon  is  responsible  for  compliance. 
(217/782-8470)” 
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